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Women in ancient Mongolia were more free and powerful than in other, patriarchal societies. Elite women such as 
queens and princesses often played an important part in ruling the Mongol Empire. Had it not been for them, we 
maybe would not have heard of the Mongol Empire at all.

Undoubtedly the most prominent of them was Empress Sorghaghtani (c. 1190-1252). Sorghaghtani was the wife of 
Chinggis Khan’s youngest son and heir Tolui. After the death of her husband, Sorghaghtani gained enormous power. 
She became an influential advisor of Tolui’s successor and brother Ugudei. Sorghaghtani recognized the value of 
education for governing the far-flung state and supported the establishment of schools and libraries throughout the 
Mongol Empire. She made sure that each of her sons, who all became heirs to Chinggis Khan’s throne, learned a foreign 
language. Sorghaghtani, a Nestorian Christian, is best remembered for her tolerance towards all religions and beliefs. 
The famous religious tolerance of the Mongol Empire was her and her sons’ legacy. Sorghaghtani grew the cultural and 
commercial ties of the Mongol Empire with the world, and paved the way for an era of prosperity.

Sorghaghtani is a great example of the beneficial power that women wielded over the history of the Mongol Empire.
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